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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
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Sir : 

This information disclosure statement is being filed 
before the mailing of a first Office Action on the 
merits . 

The following information is being disclosed to the 
Patent and Trademark Office as information that may be 
material to the examination of the above-identified 
patent application . 



The above-identified patent application has a 
corresponding Japanese Patent Application No* 2001- 
135138. Applicants' attorney encloses a copy of the 
English translation of a Japanese Office Action dated 
August 27, 2002, issued on the corresponding Japanese 
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Patent Application No. JP 2001-135138. The Office Action* 7 ^? 
cited Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Nos. JP 10- 
93675; JP 11-225198; JP 5-204512; JP 2000-75337; JP 8- 
146902; JP 11-126047; JP 11-327509; JP 8-148056; JP 11- 
191340; JP 8-265413; JP 5-274261; JP 11-88948; JP 5- 
176044; JP 8-137487; National Publication of Translated 
Version No. 5-505929; Microfilm of Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 2-112526 (Japanese Unexamined Utility 
Model Publication No. 4-68314). 



Japanese Patent Publication Nos. JP 5-505929 (which 
corresponds to PCT International Publication No. WO 
92/14345); JP 11-225198; JP 5-204512 (which corresponds 
to European Patent Application No. EP 0554084 A2); JP 08- 
148056; JP 11-191340 and Japanese Unexamined Utility 
Model Publication No. JP 4-68314, were previously cited 
on an Information Disclosure Statement for this 
application and copies were provided to the Examiner. As 
such, further copies of these documents are not enclosed. 

Copies of the English Translation of the Japanese Office 
Action and the cited references are enclosed together 
with PTO-Form 1449. 



The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made regarding the 
claimed invention (37 C.F.R. §1. 97(g)) or that no other 
possible material information exists. In addition, the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not to 
be construed to be an admission that the information 
cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1.97 (h) ) . 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment 
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for any additional fees associated with this 
communication or credit any over payment to Deposit 
Account No. 16-1350. 

Respectfully submitted, 2 f} ^ 
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Clarence A. Green^^Reg. No.: 24, 622 Date 
PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 

425 Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
(203) 259-1800 
Customer No.: 2512 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement, English translation of the Japanese 
Office Action, PTO-Form 1449, and cited references are 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service on 
the date indicated below as first class mail in an 
envelope address to the Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date : Signature : 0) t _pJvh *A J {jsu I. 

Person Mak^rig Deposit 
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